ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


January 18, 2012 Board Meeting:
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD.
Reports and Presentations from ICC Students:
Kody Ornellas, Keisha Como, Elena Thacker, Jose Carreon, and Arda Partanmian of the Quartz Hill ICC gave a presentation. Kody Ornellas began by sharing information with the Board about the Middle School Conference that Quartz Hill ASB puts on for the local Middle School ASB students.  They provide the students with a great deal of information covering all aspects of having a successful ASB.  Some of the topics included how to get kids to participate, teaching leadership skills, and communication skills.  Approximately 151 students from 9 different Middle Schools participated.  

Junior Ibarra, Michael Jones, Stephanie Dickinson and Teodulo Sanchez of Desert Winds High School spoke on their school’s pride, particularly in light of the recent technology support provided to their campus.  In addition, they spoke on the multiple field trips they have been able to take, new wrought iron fencing, and new Marquee that was installed.
Other Reports/Presentations:

Antelope Valley Charter Academy (Public Hearing)

· A Public Hearing was held to Determine Level of Support for the Antelope Valley Charter Academy (AVCA). This hearing was the first step necessary before the Board could take action on establishing a charter school.  A brief presentation was conducted by Dr. Michael Vierra, along with the legal counsel used to develop the charter.  Following the presentation, supporters that included counseling, teaches, administration, and the community spoke to the Board.

Gene Smith, AVTA President, expressed his concern over transfer rights, permanency/tenure rights, and the ability of the Board to make changes to the charter.

· A Special Board Meeting will be held Monday, January 23rd at 5:00 pm to consider approving the AVCA petition.

Director of Technology Gary Allen gave a presentation on a new program called Infosnap that is used to integrate student data more efficiently into Powerschools.

CFO Brenda Yardeen spoke briefly on the Governors initial budget proposal for 2012-13.

· Budgetary concerns include a fifth year of reductions to education, elimination of transportation funding, budgeting based on the assumption of a tax increase initiative for next November, and what happens if the initiative does not pass.

From the Board/Superintendent:
Board Member Kathy Carothers wished to recognize the passing of former and current employees Iris Luckeroth and Susan Hernandez.  The meeting was adjourned in their honor.

Board President Donita Winn commented on the recent notification to employees with Blue Cross coverage of the limitation placed on what they will cover for knee and hip replacement surgeries.  Also spoke about the great success of Eastside’s second clean-up day held on January 5th, Antelope Valley’s huge community effort on Saturday of the Martin Luther King weekend and on the successful Governance Meeting held by the Board on January 10th.

Superintendent Dr. David Vierra gave kudos to all of the people who came out to AV for the Martin Luther King day of service.  There were approximately 400 people that helped with painting and general clean up through the course of the day.

The next Regular Board Meeting is Wednesday, February 1, 2012
