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November 16, 2011, Board Meeting:

Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD.

Reports and Presentations:
The Knight High School ICC gave a presentation. Lizette Rodriguez, Richelle Bernier, Beverly Rosales, Haylee Johnson, and Biance Bequer spoke to the Board regarding their popular Advanced Placement Program’s high participation rate and high rate of students achieving threes or higher on their yearly exams. They also shared that their Digital Design Academy will be participating in a National Defense Design Project. Their project will be evaluated on April 24th.

The Eastside High School ICC gave a presentation. Jenna Provinsal, Brianna Castillo, Luis Haro, Alex Rodriguez, Abigail Soto, and Michael Poole spoke to the Board regarding a play they put on, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” in the school’s recently completed “Black Box” theater. The play was a great success and enjoyed by a sold-out crowd. They are looking forward to their next play, “Alice in Wonderland,” which will be performed in the main theater.

Recognitions:
The Board took the opportunity to recognize and thank Mr. Lee D’Errico for his four years of service to the faculty, staff, and students of the District. Board President, Mr. Lott presented him with a plaque on behalf of the District and Board.

Congratulations went out to Mrs. Donita Winn for her reelection to the Board, and to Mrs. Jill McGrady for her initial election to the Board.

The next Board meeting on December 7th is the yearly re-organizational meeting with new Board members joining current members.

Other Reports:
The company that installed the solar panels, PSOMAS FMG, did a first rate presentation reporting that the panels are operating at 98.8% of their projected values. We are very pleased with their operation so far.
Director Brett Neal and teacher Joel Switzer gave a presentation and update on the use of APEX as an instructional tool.  The program provides an exciting opportunity for many of our students, primarily in the alternative placement settings.






From CSEA:
CSEA Vice President Scott Fish expressed condolences for the family and friends of Ed La’Chance who passed away this week.  He was a long time night custodian at PHS.  He also spoke on the successful “ride” to raise funds in support of Art Reese who was recently involved in a motorcycle accident.  He also thanked Mr. D’Errico and congratulated Mrs. Winn and Mrs. McGrady.

From AVTA: 
AVTA President Gene Smith told the Board about a meeting AVTA recently held at the CTA office regarding Eastside High School.  They reviewed an evaluation they had done and expressed two concerns. The first being the access to faculty mailboxes by students, and second the validity of “snapshots” currently in use at EHS.

From the Board/Superintendent:
Student Board Member Damond Smith shared that he recently returned from Sacramento where he was competing to be the student representative to the State Board of Education.  We are proud to recognize his selection to the top 6 candidates, out of a pool of over 40.  

Board Clerk Barbara Willibrand was part of a team that attended a Virtual School Symposium in Indiana and was very impressed with the possibilities for students that this type of learning represents.  We need to seriously look at these types of opportunities to further enhance our current school programs.

Vice President Kathy Carothers congratulated Jill McGrady and Donita Winn for their recent election wins.  Also congratulated Damond Smith for his success, and thanked Mr. D’Errico for his work over the past four years on the behalf of students and staff.

Board Member Donita Winn congratulated Jill McGrady and Damond Smith. She expressed her appreciation of Mr. D’Errico for his service to the District and his great insight, particularly as it pertained to legal matters.  She also spoke regarding her experience at Eastside High School’s trash pickup day and how great it was, along with her appreciation of the great auto shop program at PHS.

President James T. Lott recognized the significant contribution that Mr. D’Errico had made to the Board and the District, always keeping the interest of students at the forefront of all decisions. He will miss his passion for doing what’s right for kids.

Board Member Lee D’Errico gave praise to all the employees of the District, commending them for the great job they do day in and out for the students of this District.  He also expressed his great appreciation for all the positive comments he has received as he leaves his position.  He did state that he would continue to support the District and will stay in touch with what is happening as we continue to meet the demands of the future.



The next Board Meeting is Wednesday, December 7, 2011
