ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


April 2, 2008, Board Meeting:
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD.

Pledge of Allegiance:

The regular Board meeting was reconvened with HHS teacher Mr. Gary Roberts leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Recognition/Presentations/Reports:

Highland High School ICC members reported to the Board the various school activities and upcoming events.  Students described an upcoming Senior Sunrise that allows seniors to reminisce about the last fours years over hot chocolate and cookies.  Also scheduled is a Goodbye Pep Rally that will include a video collage of students’ memories of HHS. Additional upcoming events are the Ocotillo Road Show where HHS students provide feeder school students information about HHS as well as test taking tips for the upcoming state tests.  On Valentines Day HHS ASB created Hearts of Highland for every student and staff member on campus.   Students also reported preparation for the upcoming state and Advanced Placement tests.  Finally, Mrs. Self and four students representing the Theater Department and Drama Club (Highland Players) gave a theatrical presentation/reading of the many successes of the program and research showing the positive impacts of the arts on students.  

The Board received information for the Quarterly Williams Uniform Complaint Procedure Report Summary for the time period of January 2008 through March 2008 during which there were no complaints.  

The Board received the annual report of the activities from the Citizens’ Oversight Committee.

The Board received information for the General Obligation Bond financial performance audit report that audits in the areas of financial and performance.  It certified that the two components were met with no exceptions, as has been the case for five years.  

The Board was provided a presentation by the staff, students, and parents of Eastside High School displaying all the positive programs, activities and spirit of the school.  Students, staff members and parents presented information on the five schools of student at EHS:

(
Writing and Civic Leadership

(
Mathematics, Engineering and Design

(
Scientific and Environmental Research

(
Performing Arts and Production

(
Visual and Communication Arts

Key points of the presentation were the positive and collaborative smaller learning communities at the school and the positive impact that the school philosophy and staff is having on the entire community.  

The Board received a written report from the District Budget Committee.  Findings, recommendations, and protocol for nonbinding action to be considered by the Board for budget cuts in 2008-09 was discussed.  The committee consists of members representing all school and community stakeholder groups.  In addition, the committee commented that some suggestions have already been acted upon and some are either negotiable items or prohibitive due to state or other requirements.  The committee requested that the District Budget Committee continue as an on-going tool.  

The Board heard a report by District Senior Project Coordinators regarding the future of the Senior Project program.  In the report the coordinators asked the Board to continue providing support for students in Senior Seminar classes with oversight from Senior Project Coordinators.  Rationale given was the positive impact on students and the negative impact it may cause to place components into core classes.  It was presented that modifying the program would not provide curriculum fidelity to Senior Project or core classes.  The coordinators recommended making cuts in other areas of Senior Project such as payment for grading papers.   

From AVTA:

President Mr. Gene Smith commented on the rising dropout rate in schools.  He also provided the Board comments from an informal email survey regarding a math sequence he presented to District teachers that he felt might impact the graduation rate of students.  He stated that he understands the intricacies and impact of state test scores and that all staff was concerned with doing what is best for students.   

From the Board / Superintendent:

Student Board Member Ms. Pauline Hoyler reported that she was nominated for prom queen at KHS.  She also reported that she has completed her Senior Project that provided blankets, toys and other items to children at Cedar Sinai Hospital.   

Board Member Ms. Donita Winn reported that Lancaster High School Robotics Team received numerous awards at a recent competition.  She also commented that she attended Mock Trial this year and that it was a fantastic event.  She thanked Mr. Carver for his work to make it such a great event, and Mr. Neal for attending all the competitions.  Ms. Winn congratulated District counselors for being recipients of the following SPARC "Support Personnel Accountability Report Card” awards:  Academy Award - KHS, LHS, and QHHS; First Step Award - PHS; and the Certificate of Commendation award - AVHS, EHS, and LnHS.  She also commented that student Board member Ms. Pauline Hoyler was a representative on the District Budget Committee.  

Board Clerk Mr. Al Beattie reported that he attended the final Mock Trial competition and awards.  He commented that it was a great program with many positive community mentors.  He thanked his fellow Board members for voting for him for Delegate Assembly for which he again is a member.  Mr. Beattie commented that when EHS was being designed, Board members and staff visited schools in California to view different paradigms in education that are now being successfully implemented at EHS.  Finally, Mr. Beattie commented that he is a supporter of Senior Project but with budget deficits a new paradigm should be considered to change the delivery of the program.  He commented that he was disappointed that some are not looking at changes that can be made to deliver the program in a new way.   

Consent Agenda:

The Board approved a contract agreement with Follett Software Company for a District-wide library and textbook management program.  
Personnel Services:

The Board approved the 2008-09 Certificated Calendar revision.  

The Board approved the 2008-09 Classified, Classified Management, and Classified Confidential Calendar revision.

The Board approved the 2008-09 Leadership Calendar revision.

Adjournment Sine Die:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees is April 16, 2008.  









