ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


February 6, 2008, Board Meeting:
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD.

Pledge of Allegiance:

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees was reconvened with Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services Dr. Michael Vierra leading the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Recognition/Presentations/Reports:

Quartz Hill High School ICC members reported to the Board the various school activities this school year with an in-depth presentation of the school’s Star Search Talent Show.  Members presented video highlights of the recent competition that displayed the diverse talents of 21 student groups to an approximate 500-member audience.

The Board honored Ms. Caroline Hicks for making a difference in her community through ongoing volunteerism for the last 24 years.  Ms. Hicks received a plaque in honor of her knowledge and compassion from the Board of Trustees, presented by Board President Mr. James T. Lott.

The Board received information on the annual financial audit for 2007 from Deputy Superintendent Mr. Jeff Foster, Manager Business Services Mary Beth Cowart, and Greg Cook with Vavrinek, Trine, Day & Co., LLP.  The discussion centered around the financial audits for the previous two years that displayed a duplication of accounting over fiscal years that caused funds posting twice.  This caused an inflated fund balance account that was discovered with the most recent audit and brought to the Board’s attention.  The Board asked for a thorough system of checks and balances as well as a report of any discrepancies, regardless of monetary amount, made to the Board.  

From CSEA:

Vice President Ms. Beth Kieffer remarked that these are rough financial times and that rumors are beginning to emerge.  She commended the Superintendent for dispelling rumors directly and answering the fears of some staff.  She also offered the assistance of CSEA in helping with the budget crisis and commented on the desire for no District layoffs of classified or certificated staff.  Ms. Kieffer invited the Board to the State CSEA Board Meeting held at Littlerock High School on March 15th and reported that CSEA President Clyde Merrick will sing the National Anthem.  

From AVTA:

President Mr. Gene Smith thanked the Board for honoring Career and Technical Education (CTE) Month as well as National School Counseling Week.  Mr. Smith also emphasized the list of cost savings provided by AVTA at the previous Board meeting as a way in which to battle the State budget crisis as well as maximizing ADA (student attendance) and graduation rate.  He reported concerns of students leaving the District and receiving an inferior education.  He commented on the District’s excellent staff, relationships with students, and the need to keep students in school.  Mr. Smith also supported programs for all students and to not place all students under the same umbrella.

Ms. Betsy McKinstry, Director of Career Technical Education, received a proclamation from Assemblywoman Sharon Runner’s office in honor of Career Technical Education Month.  

From the Board/Superintendent:

Board Member Mr. Lee D’Errico commented on the budget crisis and the need to conduct a real process in the near future to address it.  He also stated the need for the Board to have a solid grasp to know where every District dollar is located so the District can be fiscally responsible and accountable.  

Board Vice President Mr. Ira Simonds reported that Antelope Valley High School Social Science Teacher Mr. Jose Perez was one of only 25 teachers in the United States to participate with Holocaust Survivors in a National Holocaust Museum Workshop in Washington D.C., with all expenses paid.  Mr. Simonds also shared that Quartz Hill High School civics teacher Mr. Ross James recently hosted a primary watch party in his classroom for students to view and discuss the Super Tuesday Primary Election.

Board Member Ms. Donita Winn recently attended a Los Angeles County School Trustees Association (LACSTA) where she was able to network with other District School Board members who are also grappling with the budget crisis.  She heard creative strategies including paying parents to transport their own students and Food Services catering to outside organizations.  She commented that such “out of the box” thinking was a way to work in difficult times.  Ms. Winn also attended a recent CTE visit at KHS and thanked Ms. Betsy McKinstry, CTE Coordinator Ms. Diane Walker, and all the staff.  Finally, Ms. Winn commented on recently attending the PHS Football Banquet where a great number of student-athletes were honored.  She thanked all coaches for their heart, time and effort.  

Student Board Member Ms. Pauline Hoyler stated that she is currently working as an intern at Assemblywoman Sharon Runner’s office and loving the experience.  

Board President Mr. James Lott reported that he recently attended a Board President Seminar where he received some great ideas and suggestions.  He also commented that the AVUHSD and Board work in a positive manner and are ahead of many Districts.  Mr. Lott also stated that he appreciates staff and that the Board receives information when they have it.  He stated that he was concerned with the budget situation and that the District must face up and tackle the problems and also find another external auditor if needed.

Educational Services:

The Board approved a handbook for the establishment of standards for the Early College High School Program of S.O.A.R. High School in which students can receive dual credit for high school graduation and college credit when enrolling in specified college courses.  

Administrative Services:

The Board approved a resolution proclaiming Career and Technical Education Month for the month of February 2008 as designated by the National Association for Career and Technical Education and the Antelope Valley Career Prep Council.  

The Board recognized all school counselors for the many extraordinary things they do to help further the educational, personal, and social growth of our students by approving a proclamation for National School Counseling Week from February 4 through 8, 2008.  

Adjournment Sine Die:

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 PM.

The next Board meeting is February 20, 2008.  









