ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


September 18, 2007, Board Meeting:
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD.

Pledge of Allegiance:

The regular Board meeting was reconvened with Board President Mr. Tom Pigott leading in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Recognition/Presentations/Reports:

Lancaster High School ICC members presented to the Board a video production of various programs and student events occurring at LnHS.  Students stated that there are many activities and clubs that make LnHS unique.  Programs, clubs, and activities include AVID, Air Force JROTC, Robotics Team, LINK, California Scholastic Federation (CSF), Advanced Placement / College Preparatory (AP/CP) among others that prepare students for success after high school regardless of goals. 

The Board also received a report from co-ICC chairs Ms. Cathy Calvert and Ms. Debra Dimeglio regarding a proposal to establish a prom schedule for school sites to hold District proms in the Antelope Valley beginning in 2009.  Rationale for the proposal was a reduced cost to students in response to continuously climbing ticket costs and the hope that more students may be able to attend.  In addition this proposal could alleviate recent problems securing the limited availability of buses and drivers.  Two event organizations presented potential scenarios for a prom held at the Antelope Valley Fairgrounds and prepared two complete proposals with accompanying costs.  A student survey was conducted at sites last year to monitor student interest and student input showed a desire to explore the idea of proms in the Antelope Valley.  A potential scenario would have one half of District proms held in the Antelope Valley each year and the other half out of town.  This schedule would then rotate annually.  The Board asked that ICC continue to explore the idea.

The Board received information on the actual revenue and expenses of each District fund from Ms. Cathy Shepard, Chief Financial Officer.  Ms. Shepard shared 2006-07 General Fund Revenues, Restricted Revenues and Unrestricted Revenues and Expenditures within each fund.  Ms. Shepard also provided information on outgoing funds and fund balance impact to the 2007-08 fund balance that included student enrollment figures which are below projections for the 2007-08 school year.  Ms. Shepard also reported on the status of each individual District fund.

From CSEA:

CSEA President Mr. Clyde Merrick reported that the CSEA has endorsed the upcoming School Bond Measure W and that mailings to members would be going out soon.  Mr. Merrick also stated that negotiations are ongoing with the hopes of completion as soon as September 19.  Finally, he expressed his gratitude and thanks to District principals who have worked cordially and professional with him and other members even during disputes.  

From AVTA:

President Mr. Gene Smith offered thanks for the recent labor agreement and offered his gratitude to the negotiating teams of both the District and AVTA.  He reported that the agreement would benefit students and teachers.   

From the Board / Superintendent:

Board Member Ms. Donita Winn honored Eastside High School Science Teacher Ms. Mary O’Connell for her recent award from the Antelope Valley Air Quality Management for her work in environmental issues in the Antelope Valley.   Ms. Winn also reported recently judging Senior Project Presentations at Quartz Hill High School for students who completed the project over the summer.  She thought it interesting that students could complete the program over a short time frame and have a good experience.  Ms. Winn also thanked the Antelope Valley College Board for officially endorsing Measure W.  

Board Member Mr. Al Beattie thanked Knight High School for an inspirational dedication ceremony of the school’s football stadium in honor of longtime AVUHSD educator Mr. Raymond Monti.  He also commented on the District budget growth in a short period that has accompanied student growth.   

Board Clerk Mr. Ira Simonds expressed concern with the decline of the District test scores at Desert Winds High School.  He questioned the validity of District comprehensive site continuation programs and its potential correlation with the decline of DWHS test scores.  A report on this matter was requested by Mr. Simonds.  Mr. Simonds also commented on the KHS dedication ceremony and the recent Relay for Life event where numerous AVUHSD employees and students, as well as other local districts participated.  

Board President Mr. Tom Pigott also expressed his appreciation to the staff of KHS for the dedication ceremony in honor of Mr. Monti.  

Student Board Member Ms. Pauline Hoyler reported that her school, KHS, doubled the donations for Relay for Life from last year.  She reported great student involvement and increased donations to the event.  

Personnel Services:

The Board approved AVTA’s Agreement, as presented, as well as the Management Unrepresented Tentative Agreement effective October 2, 2007.

Adjournment Sine Die:

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.

The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is Tuesday, October 2, 2007










