ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


November 22, 2005, Board Meeting:
Board Highlights is a communiqué from the AVUHSD Board of Trustees to the employees of the AVUHSD.

Work/Study Session

The AVUHSD School Board participated in a Work/Study Session to discuss a General Obligation Bond and to review Artist’s Concepts for High School #9.

District Staff and financial consultant (Caldwell Flores Winters) presented information defining assumptions for a prospective General Obligation Bond to be placed before voters in November 2006. The Board also reviewed various other possible funding sources.  

In addition, architectural firm NTD Stichler shared renderings to be considered for High School #9 which will be located at 47th Street East in Palmdale.  Initial assumptions on scope and size for the project were also discussed.  

Recognition/Reports

The Board heard a presentation from Knight High School ASB under the direction of teacher Tammie Furman.  Students shared a visual history of KHS and the many positive aspects of the new state-of-the-art facility as well as the many activities occurring on campus including “In the Spirit of Homecoming,” the William J. Pete Knight dedication ceremony, Relay for Life, and the many performances of the exceptional Knight Band.  The school choir performed two songs under the direction of Geordi Gudyka and invited all to the first program to be held in the new theater on December 13 (Winter Music Program).  Basketball coach Tom Hegre also invited everyone to the first game to be played in the new gym on November 28.  

Mr. Calvin Robinson, Board President, was recognized for his service to the district for the past four years in addition to holding the post of Board President in 2005.  Mr. Robinson was presented with a plaque, gavel, and district shirt, as well as words of gratitude from District Superintendent, Dr. David Vierra. 

The Board received two written reports.  The first written report concerned the excellent progress of Antelope Valley High School in meeting the SAIT corrective actions.  Secondly, a status report on the closing procedures of the Henry Hearns Charter School of Academic Excellence was provided.  The Hearns Charter School has fully paid and closed all debt with the district.  

The Board received information concerning a potential boundary adjustment as well as potential sites for High School #10 by Dr. Larry Freise.  A potential boundary adjustment is proposed for the 06-07 school year to alleviate overcrowding and maximize the use of facilities until new facilities are constructed.  In addition, information was presented on two potential sites for High School #10.  These sites are located at Avenue G and 91st Street West and Messer Ranch (Lake Hughes, Lake Elizabeth, Leona Valley).

Gene Smith, President of the Antelope Valley Teachers’ Association, reported that a contract offer was voted upon by members and would be tallied Tuesday, November 29.


Mr. Jim Lott expressed best wishes to departing Board President, Calvin Robinson.  Mr. Lott stated that he would be missed because of his energy and intensity and he encouraged Mr. Robinson to run again.  

Ms. Donita Winn also stated that Mr. Robinson would be missed and that she wished him well.  Ms. Winn also commented that with the upcoming Thanksgiving Holiday she felt very thankful for all of the support staff, teachers, and administrators in the district.

Mr. Tom Pigott also commented on the district’s great staff and commented how much they were appreciated.  He also reported that Mr. Robinson would be missed, that they agreed on many things, and that he will miss his analytical abilities.  He wished him good luck.

Mr. Calvin Robinson responded that he felt the Board worked hard to be professional, work together, and work openly.  He reported that he is supportive of all staff and would like to pay staff as much as possible, however, he is concerned about using the district reserve fund to pay for salary increases.  Mr. Robinson also expressed concerns with the programs offered at Charter Schools.

Consent Calendar:

The Board approved funding to pay Dr. James Arnwine an Honorarium as the Guest Conductor for the annual AVUHSD All District Honor Band Concert scheduled for January 27, 2006.

Personnel Services:

The Board approved an agreement between the district and the American Red Cross for the use of facilities for mass shelter in the event of a natural or man-made disaster.


Next regularly scheduled Board meeting:  December 7, 2005

Board Highlights is a summary of the November 22, 2005, Board meeting.  We encourage you to review the complete minutes of the meeting at your school site.









