ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


February 16, 2005, Board Meeting:
Littlerock High School Junior ROTC presented and posted the Colors with student Board member, Gaya Shanmuganatha leading the flag salute.

ROP courses approved were Veterinary Science (new), Video Games Development (revision), and Virtual Enterprise (new).  The Board authorized staff to make changes to the course outlines to receive UC, A through G credit.

ICC Representatives from Lancaster High School presented the Careers in Arts & Multimedia Production Academy (CAMP).    The highlight of the presentation was a preview of the first time in history DVD yearbook being produced through the CAMP Academy, which will be available to students this year.  

Ms. Sala Simonds, Principal of Desert Winds High School, introduced a very effective Teens and Leadership program, implemented at Desert Winds this year.  Ms. Kathy Carothers, teacher at Desert Winds, and co-teacher, Ms. Karen Harrell, have taken the lead in this program.  Two students addressed the Board regarding their positive experiences that have had life-changing effects.  The program helps develop strategies in conflict resolution, communication skills, and how to reframe problems.  Hats off to Desert Winds!

Mr. Mark Bryant, Principal on Special Assignment, reported on a recent review of Desert Sands Charter High igh HighSchool.  Though some improvements were noted, there remain significant issues in the rigor and lack of standards-based instructional materials, non-compliance in Special Education and English Language Learners, and the absence of Senior Project as a graduation requirement.  (A complete report of the charter school review is available through Mr. Bryant's office.)

Ms. Melanie Dohn Walker, President CSEA, introduced members of the executive Board of CSEA who were present.  She commended the Board for their action that took a position against the Governor's proposed budget.  Ms. Dohn Walker expressed interest in working as "partners in education."

Mr. Gene Smith, President AVTA, described the survey process currently being conducted to determine the issues AVTA will sunshine.  Mr. Smith applauded the efforts of counselors and thanked the Board for providing the cakes and recognition this past week.  Mr. Smith appreciated the Board's position against the Governor's proposed budget as well.


Mr. Al Beattie commended his fellow Board members for participating in the annual vision workshop.  He looks forward to the development of budget that will support the implementation of the vision.  Mr. Beattie also announced with pleasure that the District had paid off the COP.

Mr. Jim Lott commended staff for their work with parent issues to resolve them in a quick and positive manner.

Ms. Donita Winn also brought notice to the Board's vision workshop, citing the uniqueness of this process to develop a District vision that drives the development of the budget.  Ms. Winn noted the importance of the conservation of resources, encouraging staff to, among other measures, review the use of electricity at the sites.  Ms. Winn feels that, at times, staff have had to work with irate parents without the support of policy.  She asked that Dr. Vierra provide sample civility policy for the Board's review.

Mr. Tom Pigott noted the recent truancy sweep that netted about 25 students.  Mr. Pigott commended the officers and the process because it sends a clear message that the Board takes attendance seriously and expects students to be in classes.  Mr. Pigott commended Mr. Tim Azevedo for his efforts to coordinate the services of the deputies.

Student Board member, Gaya Shanmuganatha, announced the start of Mock Trial, which begins on March 3.  Ms. Shanmuganatha will serve as an attorney for the Quartz Hill High School team.

The Board approved a proclamation announcing National School Counseling Week.  Commendations to all of our counselors!

The Board reviewed Charter School and Suspension/Expulsion policy, directing staff to return with proposed revised language.

Next regularly scheduled Board meeting:  Wednesday, March 2, 2005

Thank you for your kind words of appreciation for Board Highlights.  Again, communication is a major focus for the Board.
