ANTELOPE VALLEY UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT


The Board and Superintendent, Dr. David Vierra, send best wishes for a successful school year.  Welcome! 

September 1, 2004, Board Meeting:
During the PINCO agenda, Board members commended Director Terry Custer for the extremely efficient operation that provides food services to 38 school districts including our own.  It is estimated that over the past five years, PINCO has saved member districts an estimated forty million dollars. 

Board member Donita Winn, who is serving as Co-Chair of the Friends of Antelope Valley College's Bond Committee, introduced Dr. Jackie Fisher, Antelope Valley College President.  Together, Ms. Winn and Dr. Fisher made a brief presentation to explain the dire need to support the construction of college facilities to accommodate the high growth of student applicants in the Antelope Valley.

Board President, Al Beattie, gave a report on Antelope Valley Schools Transportation Agency, noting a recent sexual harassment inservice provided to agency personnel.  Ms. Bridget Cook, District General Counsel, was commended by Ms. Donita Winn for her excellent presentation to the AVSTA staff.

Ms. Jane Maxwell, Assistant Superintendent, and Ms. Susan Custer, Director of School Improvement, provided a report on the District's planned Harvest Celebration, which is the culminating event for the Board's vision/priorities and student achievements for the 2003-2004 school year.  On September 29, in concert with College Information Night, the District's Harvest Celebration will be held at Highland High School.  All schools in the District will participate.  As a preview to the celebration, recently released assessment data was shared with the Board.  When the Board learned that all comprehensive high schools in the District met and exceeded their APIs, the Board members rose to give a standing ovation for this accomplishment.     

Mr. Mark Bryant, Principal on Special Assignment, provided the Board with information regarding the process used to study policy that governs academic and citizenship requirements for valedictorian, academies, and other academic programs.

CSEA President, Melanie Dohn Walker, expressed her appreciation for the Convocation held earlier that day, especially noting the significance of the presenter's message and his entertaining qualities.  The presenter, Dr. Steven Constantino, provided two days of site team training and then spoke at the Convocation on Family Friendly Schools. 

The Board expressed appreciation that a tentative agreement has been reached with CSEA and commended Ms. Dohn Walker for her work with the District.

AVTA President, Gene Smith, referring to the bond presentation heard earlier, expressed AVTA's shared interest in providing adequate facilities for AV College, which serves our students and our teachers.  Mr. Smith reported on the 150 plus teachers joining the District this year and encouraged that we work together to support and retain these valuable new employees.

Curriculum Guide Approval:  Agricultural Geoscience, written by Ms. Cathy Calvert, Palmdale High School.  

The Board approved Administrative Regulation 5127 - Graduation Ceremonies and Activities.  Highlights of this regulation revision include:

(Changing the name of "Trustee Scholar" to "Meritorious Valedictorian;"

(Beginning with the Class of 2006, valedictorians shall have no grade lower than a C, effective in the fall of their senior year and not retroactive for subsequent graduating classes; 

(Citizenship requirements for academic honors were more clearly defined by a numerical merit system; and 

(Academy scholarship requirements were defined.

Board Highlights support our District goal to increase communication.  We encourage your review of the complete minutes of the Board meetings found at your site.  As we heard at the Convocation from powerful speaker, Dr. Constantino, "Family Friendly Schools create a culture in which families are involved and positively engaged with their children's academic lives."   

Next regularly scheduled Board meeting:  September 22, 2004   

