 Antelope Valley Union High School District

School Paraprofessional Teacher Training Program

Invitation to Apply

The Antelope Valley Union High School District is pursuing a grant through the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing to assist district paraprofessionals in completing requirements for a bachelor degree in Liberal Studies and Special Education Teaching Credential. Candidates who desire to pursue an ELL certification will also be considered. Funding for one year only is guaranteed at this time, although it is anticipated that the program will be continued. This program is offered through a partnership with Antelope Valley College and California State University, Bakersfield, with all classes held in the Antelope Valley. Expenses for tuition, fees, and instructional materials will be covered.  Candidates who participate in the program are required to teach for the Antelope Valley Union High School District for one year for each year of funded participation.

The program is designed to begin with the Fall 2004 school year.  However, screening and assessment of candidates will begin immediately, to allow ample time for students to complete any additional coursework necessary to qualify for admission to the Antelope Valley College Associate Degree Program and the Liberal Studies degree program at California State University.  A community college cohort and a university cohort will be established with a maximum of 5 candidates in each cohort.  To the extent possible, cohort members will enroll in the same classes and pursue an accelerated program, with special enrollment consideration given to cohort members by the college and university partners.  Monthly peer support meetings will be held through the district, and tutoring support will be provided for successful completing of all degree and credential requirements.

Candidates who wish to be considered for either the Antelope Valley College (0-30 units) cohort or the California State University cohort (60+ units) must complete the Application to Participate and submit it with all supporting documents to Mary Rockwell at the district office.  Applications must be received as soon as possible.  The Project Leadership Team members and guidance staff at Antelope Valley College and California State University will screen all documents.  

Qualified applicants will be notified and appointments set up to meet with college advisors.  Antelope Valley College will conduct entrance and placement assessments during October and November for those candidates in the AVC cohort.  Matriculating students at AVC and CSUN are required to have transcripts analyzed to ensure all courses meet the requirements of the program.  Those students requiring prerequisite courses for the program may complete them during the Summer 2004 session. This may include remedial math or English courses through AVC and/or required math courses for admission to the CSU system.

Applicants wishing to be considered for the program must submit the following as soon as possible:

· A letter of application stating interest in the program, professional goals, educational background, and the commitment to teach in the Antelope Valley Union High School District pursuant to the requirements of the grant. (Applications are available on line at www.avdocs.org or may be obtained from Jennifer Nieves at the D.O., ext. 315.)

· A copy of all transcripts for those candidates who have earned any college units.

· Any available college assessment data: placement tests, SAT scores, etc.

· A letter of recommendation from a site administrator and teacher.

· Any other supporting documentation you would like to include.

Any questions about this program may be directed to Mary Rockwell, 948-7655 ext. 246.

